
 

 

City of Savage 
PARKS, RECREATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

COMMISSION AGENDA 
City Council Chambers 

Tuesday, May 28th, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda 

WELCOME to this meeting of the Savage Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission (PRNRC).  
The meeting will be conducted in the City Council Chambers.  

 

The audio and video of the PRNRC meeting will be streamed live on the City website, enabling  
viewers at home to listen to the meeting.  

1. Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Approve Agenda 

3. Approve Minutes from February 26th, 2024  

4. New Business 
A. Big Sky Sketch Plan 
B. Recommend approval of plans and authorizing advertisement for bids for the new park on Hampshire Ave, 

City Project 21-54. 

5. PW Director Update – verbal 

6. Adjournment – Next Meeting: Monday, June 24, 2024 

DISTRIBUTION 
ELECTRONIC: 
Full Packet – Email PDF:     Commissioners (9); Brad Larson, Greg Boatman, Trent Jutting, Andy Weldon,  

Chris Dill, Jay Lair, Catie Levenick, Tammy Coyne, Jo Schmitt, Emily Gunderson (10);  Island Media (2) 
 

Agenda – Email MS Word: Ginny Cullen, Chris Collins, Lisa Crist, Anthony Miller, Lori Folie (5) 
 

PAPER COPY: 
Full Packet:                                                 Extra Copy, Public Copy, PW Copy (3) 
Agenda Only:                                              Public Copy – City Hall Bulletin Board (1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Minutes      SAVAGE PARKS, RECREATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Council Chambers 

Monday, February 26, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Vice-chair Sorensen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

Members Present: Vice-chair Jackie Sorensen; Commissioners Heinemann, Peterson, Lund, Strayer; 

Sjogren, Shearer, Alternates; Mason and Chau 

 Members Absent: None 

 Staff Present:  Greg Boatman, Public Works Director  

    Chris Dill, Recreation Services Manager 

  

`Others Present: Mitch Workman, Consultant from ISG 

    Amanda Thomas, Consultant from ISG 

 

Commissioners and staff joined in on the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

2. AGENDA 

Motion made by Strayer to approve the agenda, seconded by Peterson. Unanimously approved. Motion carries. 

3.   Oath of Office 

 Commissions Sjogren and Chau took the Oath of Office. 

 

4. Nomination and Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

 Chair Nominations: Sorenson and Peterson – Election Chair: Sorenson elected as Chair 

 Vice Chair Nominations: Peterson, Heinemann, Mason- Election Vice Chair: Heinemann 

 

5. MINUTES 

A. PRNRC – November 27, 2023 

Motion made by Strayer to approve the November 27, 2023 minutes, seconded by Heinemann. Unanimously 

approved. Motion carries. 

4. BUSINESS 

 A. Update on replacement of artificial turf at the Savage Sports Center 

• Memo 4A 

Dill gave a presentation on the background existing turf.  Workman gave an overview of the grading and 

drainage plan, as well as the turf replacement plan. The preliminary budget for this project is $1,200,000 of 

which $500,000 will come from the City of Savage’s Community Investment fund, $100,000 will come from 

the Stormwater fund and the other $600,000 will come from a State Bonding Grant.  
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Strayer asked how turf material is selected.  Workman stated that specifications will be developed based on 

the use. Strayer asked if the turf had to be installed prior to the Dome being inflated.  Dill stated that the 

majority of the installation will be finished prior to Dome inflation, which is scheduled to be October 11, 

2024.   

 

Peterson asked if the drainage is better if the turf will last longer.  Workman stated that drainage will 

maximize the life of the turf, depending on the use and maintenance performed.  Peterson asked if the 

batting cages will be necessary in the Sports Center since a new batting type facility has recently opened in 

the city.  Dill stated the cages are heavily used and the new facility will not have an impact as the current use 

necessitates batting cages.  

 

Lund asked if the original subsurface was built to specifications.  Workman stated that the original 

documentation reviewed was not clear, but core samples indicate that the existing conditions are not 

sufficient to meet the drainage needs.  Lund asked about the original grading plan and if the current issues 

are a result of lack of planning or a condition that was created over time.  Workman stated that the grading 

plan would not have changed over time. Lund asked if there is a significant cost increase to this project to 

correct the original conditions.  Workman stated there is a significant cost impact of grading the site versus 

replacement of the turf.  Boatman stated that budgetary plan to replace the turf surface is on target, 

however the increase budgetary needs are due to grading and drainage issues that were observed over the 

life of the existing turf.   

 

Heinemann asked if the project construction and new drainage plan for the turf will have an impact on the 

existing fields surrounding the turf. Thomas stated that the turf drainage pipes are adequate for the new 

grading plan will not have an impact on the surrounding areas. 

 

Mason asked if the remaining life of the dome shell will last through the turf life expectancy.  Boatman 

stated that the shell is planned to be replaced in 2031, and the turf is expected to last at least through 2034.  

A discussion is needed to determine whether or not the City will replace the shell.   

 

B.  Receive an update on the Nature Play Area at Hidden Valley Park. 

• Memo 6B 

Dill provided an update on the new Nature Play Area at Hidden Valley Park and showed pictures of the area 

that has been completed to date.  Additional signage will be added in the Spring.   

Sorenson stated that her family has already used the area and is impressed by the space, believes it is a 

great addition to the park. 

C.  Discuss values and attributes for the Police Chief recruitment and appoint a member to the community 
interview panel on March 7, 2024.   

• Memo 6C 

Boatman provided background information regarding the Police Chief recruitment process. The 

Commission was asked to provide 2-3 questions to be asked of the candidates, the values and 

attributes the Commission would like to see in the next Police Chief, and a volunteer to serve on 

the interview panel. 

View Complete Commission Packets 
PRNRC AGENDA PACKET 5/28/24: Meeting Minutes 2/26/24 

https://lfsrv2.cityofsavage.com/weblinkexternal/browse.aspx?startid=235545&dbid


 

A list of questions, values and attributes was compiled.  Commission Sjogren volunteered to serve 

on the panel. 

 

D. PW DIRECTOR UPDATE – Boatman 

• Lots of park use due to warm weather. 

• EAB Management- due to warm weather, the plan for tree removal was accelerated. 

• 2024 Projects Update: “Hampshire” Park, Community Park West Parking Lot to begin July 22, Park 

Funding of the Master Plan Prioritization. 

 

6.  ADJOURNMENT  

 Meeting adjourned at 8:05p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Greg Boatman, PW/Parks & Recreation Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View Complete Commission Packets 
Return to Agenda                      PRNRC AGENDA PACKET 5/28/24: Meeting Minutes 2/26/24 

https://lfsrv2.cityofsavage.com/weblinkexternal/browse.aspx?startid=235545&dbid


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Sky Sketch Plan 

Meeting Date: May 28, 2024 Public Hearing:     
Agenda Item Number:   4A Consent Item:     
Originating Department:  Planning General Business:   
Prepared by:    Angie Perera, Senior Planner   
  
 
Action Requested: 
Review and consider sketch plan application for future phasing of Big Sky Estates residential development and 
provide non-binding feedback, Project 24-13. 
 
Guiding Principle: 
“Savage will foster a pride of place that capitalizes on the unique qualities and history of our community.” 
 
Background: 
The City of Savage has received a sketch plan application including future phases and build out of the Big Sky 
Estates residential development. The subject property is within the southwestern boundary within the City of 
Savage and is located north of County Road 44 (160th Street) and west of County Road 27 (Dakota Avenue). 
The area is known as Prior Lake Aggregate (PLA), an active gravel mine and is transitioning overtime to 
development including single family homes. . The general area is roughly bound by Cates Lake and Park to the 
north, Prior Lake High School to the northeast, County Road 44 to the south, and the City of Savage boundary 
to the west.  
 
Prior to a formal submittal of a subdivision, site or building design review, the City Code allows for an applicant 
to apply for a sketch plan for discussion, review and informal comment by the Planning Commission and City 
Council. A condition of approval for the 3rd addition final plat required an application for sketch plan review to 
be submitted before or with an application for the 4th addition which reflects the previously approved phases 
and identifies possible future road connections, stormwater management, park space, and trail connections. 
Therefore, the sketch plan is also being reviewed by the Parks Recreation and Natural Resources Commission 
as an additional advisory body. The May 23, 2024 Planning Commission memo and attachments have been 
included for reference. 
 
City of Savage Comprehensive Plan & Parks Master Plan 
The 2040 City of Savage Comprehensive Plan previously designated a ‘Park Search Area 4’ within the Big Sky 
development area with the intent of a future Neighborhood/School Park, although the City of Savage Parks 
Master Plan has been more recently adopted and provides more accurate and current plans for future parks 
and trails within the City.  
 
Future Park 
According to the City of Savage Parks Master Plan, the Big Sky development area has been included within 
‘Park Search Area 1’ for the southwest section of the city. The intent of the Big Sky development search area is 
to provide a ‘Destination Park’ in a developing portion of the city that is underserviced by the current park  
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system. A combination of park land dedication and park fees is anticipated for the site. Development of the 
future park is anticipated to occur during a future phase and timing is currently unknown. 
 
Destination Parks serve several adjoining neighborhoods, attracting residents from a relatively large area. 
They should include active programmed recreation areas and passive recreation activities, preserve unique 
landscapes, open spaces, historical and cultural features, allow for group activities, accommodate community 
events, and offer recreation opportunities not feasible or desirable at the Neighborhood Park level. 
Destination Parks may also include revenue-producing facilities, recreation or community centers, or other 
recreation facilities. They should include a permanent and accessible public restroom. 
 
Potential recreation and facilities intended for the Big Sky Destination Park include park shelter, playground, 
off-street parking, basketball court, multi-use rectangular fields, volleyball court, community building, looped 
and connected trails to the high school property, and destination water feature. The 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan includes stormwater ponds as potential park amenity features. 
 
According to the Parks Master Plan, a Destination Park is intended to be 15-100 acres in size and to provide a 
community-wide service area with an anticipated visit time of 1-5 hours. Destination Parks should be 
accessible by way of the city’s trail network, low stress bicycle network, sidewalks, and major streets. Since 
they serve residents from longer distances, Destination Parks should also have on-site parking. The 2040 
Comprehensive Plan previously planned for a Neighborhood/School Park within the Big Sky development area 
that was previously intended to be only 4-10 acres in size and to include similar recreation and facilities as the 
now Destination Park, as recently classified in 2023 by the Parks Master Plan. 
 
The new park should be well connected to the city trail network and centrally located within the proposed Big 
Sky development. However, current plans for the park do not meet destination park classification 
requirements. Currently, the proposed development plans propose an 11-acre park on the southwest side of 
the development with the intend to include wooded trails, and 10.7 acres to the southwest for park land and a 
parking lot for the park. However, these sections of park space are not fully usable as the wooded trail land is 
located on a highly sloped hillside and is not large enough for a significant trail network. For the southern park, 
approximately only 5 acres are usable due to a storm water pond, which cannot be utilized. The proposed 
sketch plan includes conceptual contours, although based on this information is unclear if the proposed park 
area would be usable or not and if so, it is also unclear what the estimate size/area of usable space would be. 
 
The sketch plan also proposes to potentially include tree mitigation areas within the proposed future park 
areas. Access to the park is assumed to occur through the Big Sky neighborhood and/or possibly through a 
potential future connection on the southwest portion of the site from County Road 44.  
 
Future Trails 
The Parks Master Plan and 2040 Comprehensive Plan also both identify a future trail running north and south 
through the middle of the Big Sky neighborhood with the intent to connect to existing neighborhoods both to 
the north and south of the site. The connection to the north would be to the West Summit Oaks neighborhood 
(south of Cates Lake), with a connection to 154th Street, and a connection south of the site to an existing 
neighborhood located within the City of Credit River (south of County Road 44/160th Street).  
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The Parks Master Plan and the 2040 Comprehensive Plan also both identify future trail connections intended 
along the western portion of the Big Sky development area extending from Community Drive (at the 
southwest portion of the site) running north/south up to Lake Drive/Hwy 13 (at the northwest portion of the 
site) and other future trail extensions from within the central portion of the site and extending to the 
northeastern portion of the site connecting both the Hamilton Ridge Elementary School and the existing 
residential neighborhoods to the Big Sky development.  
 
The sketch plan for the Big Sky development does not currently illustrate future trails or trail connections. 
Proposed trails and connections should be included on the sketch plan and on plats for future additions. The 
Big Sky development area includes an existing trail on the north side of 157th Street (on the north side of the 
site), and an existing trail on the north side of 160th Street East (on the south side of the site) and sidewalks 
primarily on one side of the street through phases 1-3. Existing sidewalks include those along the south side of 
157th Street, the west side of Wyoming Avenue, Utah Avenue, and the north sides of 157th Terrace, 158th 
Street, and 159th Street. 
 
Budget Information/Fiscal Impact: 
None. 
 
Alternatives: 

1. Provide non-binding review comments that can be forwarded to the Planning Commission and to the 
City Council for consideration. 

2. Provide modified and/or additional non-binding review comments that can be forwarded to the 
Planning Commission and to the City Council for consideration.  

3. Defer action on the request for sketch plan and require modifications and/or additional information. 
 
Action/Recommendation: 
The Parks, Recreation, & Natural Resource Commission’s role is to provide non-binding review of the proposal 
to ensure compliance with the City of Savage’s adopted Parks Master Plan, and general design standards, and 
to identify possible modifications necessary to secure future approval for anticipated platting of future phases. 
Staff is seeking general feedback related to the proposed park including the proposed access, location, size, 
usability, the parking lot, potential recreation and facilities, and also feedback pertaining to future trails and 
connections both within and outside of the Big Sky development, in addition to any other feedback and 
comments the Commission would like to share about the Parks Master Plan as it relates to the proposed 
sketch plan. 
 
The sketch plan application will also be reviewed by the Planning Commission on May 23, 2024, and by the 
City Council on June 17, 2024, for additional non-binding review and feedback. Feedback from the Planning 
Commission will be shared as a verbal update at the PRNRC meeting.  
 
Staff is seeking feedback on this proposal in the form of a formal, uniform action; however, this action is 
advisory in nature and is non-binding. The formality is simply a means of communication from the Parks, 
Recreation, & Natural Resource Commission to the City Council. The feedback provided in this action will be 
forwarded to the City Council at its meeting on June 17, 2024. 
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HAMPSHIRE AVE 

Meeting Date: May 28, 2024 Public Hearing:    
Agenda Item Number:   4B Consent Item:    

Originating Department:  Public Works General Business:   
Prepared by:    Greg Boatman, Public Works and Parks and Recreation Director  
  
 

Action Requested:  
Recommend approval of plans and authorizing advertisement for bids for the new park on Hampshire Ave, 
City Project 21-54. 
  
Guiding Principle:  
“Savage will preserve and enhance our natural amenities and maximize recreational opportunities for our 
community.”  
  
Background:  
The City is developing a new neighborhood park on the 2.17 acre property on the southeast corner of 156th 

and Hampshire Avenue. The new park will have amenities including playground equipment, a picnic shelter, 

walking path and open green space.  While several existing trees will need to be removed due to disease or 

poor condition, unique to this site are several existing apple trees that will be preserved and cared for as an 

additional amenity for this park. A neighborhood meeting was held on May 8, 2024, where six residents were 

in attendance.  Residents were informed of plan and staff was available to answer questions. 

Enclosed in the packet is a copy of the plans for the park. This park project is funded through fees collected 

during developments from throughout the city called Park Dedication Fees. No assessments of properties are 

needed to fund this project. 

Budget Information/Fiscal Impact:  
The following is an estimate of the project costs:  

  Cost  

Estimated Construction Cost (Site Work)          $      450,000  

Construction Contingencies (10%)          $        50,000 

Total Estimated Construction Cost          $      500,000  

Estimated Playground Equipment Cost          $      120,000  

Estimated Picnic Shelter Cost         $      90,000  

Total Estimated Project Cost          $     710,000 

   
The 2023-2032 Capital Improvement Program includes $500,000 for the site construction, $120,000 for the 
playground equipment program and $90,000 for the picnic shelter program with the funding sources being the 
Park Dedication and Park Improvement Funds. 
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Alternatives:  
1. Recommend approval of plans and authorizing advertisement for bids for the new park on Hampshire 

Ave, City Project 21-54. 

2. Do not recommend. 

3. Table the action pending further information from staff.  

  
  
Action/Recommendation:  
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRNRC AGENDA PACKET 5/28/24: Agenda Item 4B 



 

4b Attachment 1.pdf 
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